vi                        ERNEST  REN AN                      183
needs of men and women at large, not merely of those who were called by taste or circumstances to the highest degree of sanctity. To meet the wants of these last gradually grew up the various forms of cloistral and devoted life ; but the ordinary believer, from this time onward, was thought to do quite enough if he conformed to the ways of the Christian community, and obeyed his superiors.
The sixteenth chapter is mainly devoted to the incomparable little book, with the production of which Marcus Aurelius whiled away the hours which he could spare from business during his campaigns in Hungary. All the latter portion of the chapter, though far too long to quote, deserves to be read, as well from the light which it throws upon Renan as from that which it throws on the great and wise head of the Roman world. Renan evidently thinks, and perhaps justly, that that world might have been saved from ruin if the second capital of the Empire had been made at Bale or at Constance instead of, as it eventually was, at Constantinople. It was after his meditations on the Granua that Aurelius made his journey in the East, and amongst other places visited Palestine, with whose inhabitants he was not delighted. "O Marcomanni! " he said; " O Amphitheatre and were little better than demons.n to do well.".
